My Teaching Philosophy

One of my main goals is to first help my students realize that there are many important and pressing real-world issues that affect them directly and that economics is, in many cases, essential for understanding and addressing them. I also aim to help my students gain a better understanding of such economic issues and to develop a way of critical thinking. The way I design my courses is directly related to these goals.

In my teachings, I always try to establish the relevance of the theories taught in class for my students. What happens to inflation rates or exchange rates, or whether the price in a specific market is regulated by the government – all of these issues, and more, affect their lives directly. One of the greatest ways to help students realize this is to assign a homework asking them to give an example how any of the issues discussed in class have affected them or someone around them.

To help my students gain a better understanding of economic issues, I believe that I must recognize and address the fact that students have different learning styles. To address the different learning styles, I try to employ different techniques. This makes my job more challenging and more enjoyable at the same time. I first review the material from the last lecture, providing an opportunity for questions and then map out the current topic. I use the board extensively. During lectures, I encourage students to think along the way, so they realize they can actually use the already accumulated skills and knowledge to critically think about a new topic. I also try to create a classroom environment in which students feel comfortable to participate. I incorporate different experiments and exercises to provide students with the opportunity to see theory at work, and practice what was just taught in class. 

I let my students apply previously learned material to a new topic after providing them with the basic knowledge of the new subject. For example, I would perform a welfare analysis on price floors on the board and I let them do the same for price ceilings.

It is also important to realize that it is extremely difficult for students to remain focused for a whole lecture of fifty minutes, let alone longer. Thus, the in-class experiments and exercises are also important in terms of breaking up the lecture and promoting the learning environment.

I also believe that the best way of learning economics is to practice it over and over again, in and out of class. Therefore, throughout the semester, my students are required to complete homework assignments, and study for quizzes and exams. In addition, students in upper level courses are required to complete group term projects or keep a journal in which they analyze journal or newspaper articles using the tools developed in class. My exams include multiple choice and short answer questions. The latter are very important for helping students develop quantitative, writing, and expression skills.

To promote critical thinking, I ask my students to evaluate specific policies, e.g. monetary policy, implemented under specific conditions. Many times these examples are related to real events. Evaluating the effects of specific policies on the economy requires both knowledge of the topic and critical thinking. I also make sure that my students understand the assumptions behind the theories that we discuss in class and how these affect our analysis and conclusions. The best way of showing the importance of assumptions is to use real life examples and illustrate and discuss how some theories fall short of providing explanations for some events. I try to help my students see the shortcomings of different theories and think of ways to improve these. In my upper level class, I discuss my own research by trying to explain why there is a need for better theories, and how researchers think about improving the existing theories.

Lastly, I also believe that achieving my goals requires clear objectives and timely communication. Therefore, besides using my syllabus to outline the class coverage and grading policy, I also include a section in which I convey my aims, expectations and advice to students. I provide my students with a list of topics before exams and I am available outside of class throughout the semester. I use Blackboard - an internet-based software that allows for course design and communication - to post announcements, homework assignments, quizzes, past exams and keys to all these; as well as to allow my students to access their grade records conveniently. I solve homework problems in class pointing out the way in which they should approach different questions.

When I ask myself what it is that makes me so enthusiastic about teaching economics, I realize it is the opportunity to help my students acquire new knowledge and new skills that will help them gain a better understanding of how the economy works, gain the ability to think critically about world issues and become better citizens. Over the past years I have grown as a teacher; however, I still have a long way to go before I consider myself to be an outstanding teacher.
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