CLARIFICATION FROM THE GENERAL EDUCATION COMMITTEE REGARDING THE CURRENT LIBERAL STUDIES PROGRAM.

As you may recall, the General Education Committee was officially charged with reviewing the Liberal Studies Program and making recommendations with regard to appropriate revisions in that program. The General Education Committee is still in the process of undertaking that review. During the first six months of the committee's existence, it reviewed information from a variety of sources regarding the Liberal Studies Program. This included the results of assessment data as well as analyses that have been performed by other committees. By June of 1994, the committee had concluded that it was not possible to determine the impact of the current Liberal Studies Program given the data that had been presented to it. As a result, the committee has undertaken a number of efforts to collect additional information regarding the objectives of current liberal studies courses in order to gain a better understanding of this curriculum. This process will continue at least two years.

The "History of the General Education Committee" that was developed in August of 1994, obviously spurred considerable debate throughout the university. Perhaps a better description of this document is that it represented the professional judgement of the committee regarding the Liberal Studies Program. Put another way, these were working assumptions that will or will not be validated on the basis of empirical information collected by the committee.

I would like to draw your attention again to Draft #5 of the Rationale for Liberal Education at JMU that was developed by the GENED Committee. This draft reaffirms the committee's commitment to the initiatives that originally formed the basis for our current Liberal Studies Program. In addition, it reaffirms many of the assumptions which were part of the Liberal Studies Program developed in the 1980's. These include the need to develop common goals and objectives, a commitment to academically challenging course content, a commitment to determining the impact of our curriculum on students, a commitment to use the expertise of our faculty in the ongoing development of a General Education Program, and finally, a commitment to developing a university wide consensus in specifying the goals and objectives of the General Education Program. Below I have included for your review Draft #5 of the Rationale for Liberal Education at JMU. You may be assured that the General Education Committee will examine all aspects of our curriculum in depth and that this process will be fully open to the university community in every respect.

Doug Brown, Chair

General Education Committee

