GENERAL EDUCATION NEWSLETTER

April 6. 1994

Welcome to the General Education Newsletter. The General Education Newsletter is one of the information vehicles that the General Education Committee will be using to communicate with the University community. The other vehicle is the General Education Bulletin Board (BB GENED). As you may know, the General Education Committee has been meeting since February 25, 1994. Comprehensive information on the charges to the General Education Committee can be found on BB GENED. In addition, BB GENED contains virtually all documents associated with General Education, Liberal Studies, and the deliberations of the GENED Committee. As the development process in General Education continues, the GENED Committee will publish information and recommendations regarding the structure and implementation of the General Education curriculum. Each of these recommendations will be forwarded to the faculty for review and comment. It is the hope of the committee that an on‑going dialogue can be created that will result in a relative consensus regarding various components of the General Education curriculum. Thus all members of the University community will have numerous opportunities for involvement

for involvement.
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Recently the General Education Committee reached consensus regarding the approval process for the General Education Program. A review of the proposed approval process is contained below:

1 .
Various components of the General Education curriculum will be forwarded to the appropriate University bodies as they are developed. These bodies will be asked to review each component and to make substantive recommendations for revision and/or approval. The process will be such that each component will be reviewed by various curriculum bodies and information forwarded back to the GEC. The GEC will then make appropriate revisions and forward the component back to the appropriate bodies for further review and revision/approval. This process will continue until consensus is essentially reached.

2. The Committee recommends that a Faculty C & I Committee in each College (this is normally the College C & 1) review each component of the general 

         education curriculum and forward their recommendations for revision to the GEC.

3.
The Committee recommends that the newly formed Faculty Senate receive each component of the General Education curriculum for review. The Faculty Senate would function to provide advise (sic) and consent regarding the nature of each component of the curriculum. A reciprocal process of review and revision would occur between the Faculty Senate and the GEC until the consensus was reached regarding approval of a given component of the curriculum.

4.
Upon approval by the Faculty Senate, each component would be forwarded to the appropriate approval bodies that are designated by the University for the final approval of curriculum. The Committee recognizes that the University governing structure is in the process of being modified and that these bodies may be different from those now in existence.

(over)

DRAFT GOALS

The Common Core Sub‑Committee of the General Education Committee recently developed a draft set of goals for the General Education Program together with a rationale for that program. It is important to understand that this is simply the first attempt of the committee to outline the goals for General Education. We are forwarding these to the faculty for their review and input. Lie Common Core Committee wi1l then make revisions accordingly. A detailed set of objectives will be developed as consensus is reached on each of the goals. These objectives will be forwarded to the faculty for review. The process will continue until consensus is reached regarding the goals and objectives of the program. Your input in to this process is important. 'Me committee encourages you to respond through the bulletin board, through the mail to BOX 3535, or directly to the committee members through E‑n‑mil.

MISSION OF THE GENERAL EDUCATION PROGRAM

In the General Education program students acquire (1) knowledge, (2) skills, and (3) experience that not only provide the basis for study in the major, but also for being a contributing, caring member of society. General Education attempts to free students from immaturity and uninformed opinions by challenging them to develop the habits and skills of informed discourse.

(1)
Students acquire knowledge of past and present achievements of our own and other cultures in the arts, letters and sciences; of the impact of people, institutions and communities involved in the creation, preservation and a‑ansmission of culture; of the distinctions and interrelations among the disciplines of natural science, social science, humanities and arts.

(2)
Students acquire the skills of perception, research, investigation, and the critical analyses needed to cope with problems and find solutions and the written and oral communication skills requisite to shaping ideas and transmitting them persuasively.

(3)
Students have experience that goes beyond the limits of specialization and includes experience of aesthetic and moral concerns, of the diversity of human values, and of the interrelationship of body, mind and spirit.

GOALS AND OBJECTIVES OF THE GENERAL EDUCA77ION PROGRAM

Knowledge of:


the world's great literary, philosophical and religious traditions;


the interrelationships of the political, intellectual religious, economic and artistic developments that have shaped lives and formed the world‑,


the scientific facts, theories, and models needed to make informed judgments about responsible and innovative use of the physical world;


the philosophy, ethics, historical development, current methods, and limits of science, and of how science and technology influence human life;


the culture, art and literature of other nations and other centuries;


ethical and legal issues in a free society;


the people, institutions, and communities involved in the creation, preservation and transmission of culture;


the interrelation of body,  mind and spirit and the means for sustaining life‑long well being.

Skills to be able:



to read critically, to think creatively, and to make informed judgments through various forms of written and oral communication;



to use the investigative, analytical, quantitative and critical skills needed to solve problems;


4 to perceive and make enlightened aesthetic choices about artistic use of sound, movement and images;


+ to locate, evaluate and use information sources:


* to make appropriate use of technology in written and oral communication, in problem solving, and in locating information in the public domain;


+ to make worthy use of leisure time.

Experiences that nurture an ability:


to allocate time, money, space and materials wisely;


to work on teams, reach others, serve customers, lead, negotiate, and work well with people;


to be aware of culturally diverse communities;


to be aware of career options, planning strategies and opportunity development.
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QUICK REFERENCE

Responses to the Committee members can be directed to either P. 0. Box 3535 or you can post a message on the GENED Bulletin Board.
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