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On Friday, March 15, 1996 the General Education Committee voted to accept the report of the Goals and Objectives Subcommittee with provision that the Dean of General Education lead efforts to continue to study Clusters 2 and 4 prior to the design of packages.

GENED COMMITTEE VOTES TO ACCEPT

THE GOALS AND OBJECTIVES

SUBCOMMITTEE REPORT

Nothing in the idea of a cluster of objectives inherently limits the number of distinct packages that

could satisfy the cluster area.  However, it is unrealistic to, assume that numerous packages could, practically, be managed.  This issue will need to be resolved as the General Education Program is implemented.

The first courses in a student's major program may also satisfy some of the objectives of General Education. The subcommittee encourages the university's departments and schools to examine their programs, asking themselves whether first courses for the major program either exist or can be developed that, taken together with other instruction in a package, might satisfy the objectives of a General Education cluster.

Students will take one package in each of the five clusters.  Thus, faculty will be able to develop prerequisite structures within the package that will allow topic sequencing and in depth treatment of those topics across a package

III.   THE DEVELOPMENT OF OBJECTIVES

James Madison University has been developing learning objectives for General Education for the past two years, adopting a process that has involved and will continue to involve the whole faculty. Beginning in the spring of 1994, the General Education Committee drafted a statement listing broad goals in three areas-- knowledge, skills, and experiences. The university faculty, which received this statement in the fall of that year, was asked to propose more specific learning objectives that would give further definition to the committee's 18 broad goals. Individuals, standing and ad hoc committees, pilot programs, and faculty in the current liberal studies program sent objectives to the General Education Committee through the 1994‑95 academic year. In all, 140 faculty members representing 30 different academic programs proposed more than 1,300 objectives.


The three areas and the broad goals thus satisfied their purpose‑to form a framework from which to develop learning objectives‑and the General Education Committee turned its attention to those more than 1,300 objectives during the spring of 1995. After editing and consolidating these objectives, the committee presented about 100 objectives to the faculty on 3 May 1995.

Discussions of these objectives in public forums during the second week of May and again during the second week of September, 1995, and critiques of the objectives by individuals and faculty groups influenced a revised statement of the objectives, presented to the faculty on 18 October 1995. This report also included an arrangement of the objectives into five clusters. In the weeks following the release of this revision, members of the General Education Committee met with every academic unit on campus that requested a meeting. The committee received many written suggestions from faculty members who attended these meetings, and the current report represents a further revision of both the objectives and the clusters in light of these suggestions.

The statement of the learning objectives for General Education contained in this report is not intended to be final. Refinement and re‑definition of the learning objectives will continue through the next academic year as faculty members develop or propose curricula to implement the General Education Program It is reasonable to expect reciprocity as the development of objectives and the development of curricula proceed. That is, objectives guide curriculum development, but curriculum development also informs and refines objectives; each activity should contribute to the other.

 IV. THE THEMATIC CLUSTERING‑THE HUMAN COMMUNITY

The General Education Program at James Madison University is designed to ensure that students

acquire knowledge and skills that will form the foundation for study in major and professional programs and

provide the basis for lifelong learning. The program also will provide experiences that encourage students

to become active in their own education. The Human Community seems a particularly appropriate choice

as the unifying theme for a core of knowledge that is based on our shared human experience, connected across

the disciplines and related to life itself . The General Education Program invites students to synthesize ideas,

information, and theories, as well as to understand how the concepts of one field of study can transfer to and

may be integrated with other fields.

CLUSTER 1: SKILLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY (9 credits)

The skills of effective written and oral communication through traditional and electronic means, critical thinking, and information retrieval are fundamental to the General Education Program and to subsequent study in the major and professional programs.

CLUSTER 2: IDEAS AND EXPRESSIVE FORMS IN THE HUMAN COMMUNITY (9 credits)

By studying and experiencing works of fine art and literature and by understanding their place in cultural and intellectual history, students develop an appreciation of the human significance of the arts and humanities through history and across cultures.

CLUSTER 3: THE NATURAL WORLD (10 credits)

The discovery of the natural world is based on investigative, quantitative, and analytical methods to gather evidence and to build and review models based on that evidence. Students explore the boundaries and interconnections between the sciences and mathematics and develop an understanding of the points of intersection between science and other aspects of culture.

CLUSTER 4: SOCIAL AND CULTURAL PROCESSES (6 credits)

Major political, social, economic, and legal developments are important keys to understanding social problems in an increasingly interconnected global community. Students explore their role in approaching these problem within the context of domestic and global society, and learn to recognize the alternative solutions which are found in diverse cultures and societal forms.

CLUSTER 5: INDIVIDUALS IN THE HUMAN COMMUNITY (6 credits)

Through studying the many variables that influence human behavior in social settings, students gain an understanding of the relationship between the individual and a diverse community and develop a sense of responsibility to the community. Students explore how individuals function in the social, psychological, emotional, physical, and moral dimensions, and how the process of human development in these domains leads to individual differences.
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V.  THE OBJECTIVES BY CLUSTER

CLUSTER 1: SKILLS FOR THE 21ST CENTURY (9 credits)

1311 Formulate and conduct an effective information search strategy that includes 

           a variety 
of reference sources, such as encyclopedias, library catalogs,  

           indexes, bibliographies, 
statistics sources, government publications, and 

           resources available on the Internet.

1310 Evaluate information sources in terms 'of accuracy, authority, bias, and       

           relevance.

0092
Use information effectively by adapting it to a purpose, organizing it, and acknowledging and properly documenting sources.

1314
Identify the components of communication theory and the variables involved in the process of human communication.

1238
Learn to use standard written English clearly and effectively to explore, analyze, and communicate information and ideas, using rhetorical strategies appropriate to purpose and audience.

1236
Use oral and written communication as an avenue to clarify thoughts, feelings, experiences, and opinions.

1315
Demonstrate the ability to produce and deliver an effective oral message using appropriate message construction, audience analysis, and presentation styles.

1006  Display effective interpersonal on skills in groups by defining problems,

          eliciting and recognizing member contributions, synthesizing opinions, 

          mediating conflicts, and reaching consensus.

1065
Demonstrate effective interaction skills including how to negotiate and resolve conflicts.

1120
Use electronic publishing to create a document that contains textual, tabular, graphical, and pictorial elements.

1121
Use multiple computing environments to communicate interactively both locally and globally. ,

1328  Demonstrate public speaking using presentation software and projection 

          technology.

1330  Distinguish between inductive and deductive reasoning and evaluate their   

          application.

1362 In any written or oral argument identify the thesis, the essential supporting evidence and assumptions, the unstated assumptions, and the conclusions.

1395 Perform multiple critical thinking tasks including the use of various methods of 

observation and discovery; the application of techniques, rules and models; the 

          evaluation of assumptions, evidence, and reasoning; identify relationships and 

          draw conclusions. 


1399 Demonstrate competency in managing time efficiently and studying 


effectively.

CLUSTER 2: EDEAS AND EXPRESSIVE FORMS IN THE HUMAN COMMUNITY (9 credits)

1210 Identify and analyze the aesthetic, emotive, persuasive, and informative content of artistic and literary works

1211 Identify and analyze the impact of cultural and historical factors on the creation and reception of artistic and literary works.

1212 In writing and speaking use appropriate vocabulary for the description and analysis of artistic and literary works.

1213  Identify and describe the basic processes used for the creation of artistic 

          works. 

1215   Respond in a personal and informed manner to the aesthetic and emotive content of artistic and literary works. 

1218  Identify and analyze similarities, differences, and interrelationships 

         among the arts.

1272  Make and explain informed evaluations of artistic events and literary 

          works.

1387
Identify and use traditional and electronic sources for finding reproductions of works of fine arts.

1388
Identify and analyze basic formal elements, principles and compositional structures in the fine arts of cinema, dance, music, theater, and the visual arts.

1389
Apply knowledge of formal principles and content to both well‑known historical works of fine arts and to personal experiences with the arts.

1289
Explain how artistic and literary works from past and present civilizations are both individual expressions of and contributors to major cultural, political, artistic, and intellectual forces or changes.
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1390  Locate and use sources of bographical information and literary criticism.

1278  Relate arguments and ideas from literature and historical documents to the



  circumstances under which they were written;  read primary documents and 


  be able to place them in their historical context; identify a thesis and bias; and 

         evaluate disparate ideas from the evidence of these documents.

0177
Analyze and interpret selected historical sources to show how the principal continuities and discontinuities have shaped the human community.

1291 Identify the first principles that underlie a philosophical argument.

1391 Describe how the development of philosophical and religious thought has influenced human civilization.

1392
Explain and illustrate the role of mathematics in the historical development of human civilization, especially science and the arts.

1131 Attend scholarly, artistic, and performance events or visit sites of historical and cultural interest.

1273    Act responsibly in artistic, cultural and intellectual events as a member of an 

             audience.

CLUSTER 3: THE NATURAL WORLD (10 credits)

1400      Explain how natural laws distinguish science.

1403 Attend a scientific or mathematical event or activity.

1379 Obtain, organize, analyze, and interpret data.

1101 Describe the purpose and dependence on theory of several hierarchical classification schemes, by applying them to examples of new information.

1102 Describe the relationship between hypotheses and theories; describe how both emerge from facts; identify the meaning of testability and parsimony in science.

1321 Identify and apply principles of scientific experimentation, including the assessment of current knowledge, accumulation of new knowledge, and presentation of results through tables, graphs and models.

1382
Design and execute scientific experiments that validate or refute models of natural phenomena.
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1396 Cite historical examples in which information, perceived to be factual, changed as new theories were developed.

1170 Compare the use of both  inductive and deductive arguments in science and relate them to various applications of scientific methods.

1363   Use mathematical language to describe natural phenomena.

1366    Illustrate how the various natural sciences and mathematics can bring their    

            particular methodologies to bear on the solution to problems about the  

            natural world.

1377    Use mathematics to analyze change, motion, and growth.

1378
Use geometric, symbolic, and numerical methods in mathematical and statistical reasoning.

1380    Use graphical, numerical, and other types of evidence to make logical 

           arguments.

1381 Use appropriate models to describe both predictable and non‑predictable phenomena in the natural world.

1148     Locate and use reputable resources to leam about current scientific 

             developments.

1282    Describe the philosophical and historical bases of modem science.

1392   Explain and illustrate the role of science in the historical development of 

           mathematics.

1103 Illustrate the interdependence between developments in scientific thought and specific political, social and economic forces.

CLUSTER 4: SOCLAL AND CULTURAL PROCESSES (6 credits)

0221  Illustrate how spatial and environmental perspectives influence the human 

           community.

0741   Describe how social, economic, religious, and political forces shape social    

          policy and programs

1232   Describe the evidence and sources used to study institutions and cultures.

1252
Illustrate how huinan civilization has used legal activities as a means of conflict resolution.
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1281 Characterize the difference between ethics and law in the context of issues such as intellectual property, corporate responsibility to employees and society, the public's right to know, and other issues that examine the role of the law in ethical issues.

1298 Illustrate the impact, contributions, and limitations of communications technology on the human community.

1318 Identify the basic issues, concepts and models employed to study economic,

            social and cultural processes and apply them in a variety of settings.

1337 Compare and contrast the nature and evolution of world political, economic, and legal systems.

1364 Identify major developments in American political thought

1369 Evaluate the role of science, technology, and mathematics in shaping, and being shaped by, the human community.

0759
Compare and contrast models used to describe how people relate to each other, to institutions, and to communities.

1317 Analyze how percepts, values, beliefs, and customs are reflected in societal 

          behavior.

1393 Analyze data with a computer statistical package examining multiple variables through the use of correlations, inference and controls.

1318
Identify the basic issues, concepts and models employed to study economic, social and cultural processes and apply them in a variety of settings.

CLUSTER 5: MPADUALS IN THE HUMAN COMMUNITY (6 credits)

1193 Describe the possible influences of an individual's values, religion, ethnicity, culture, race, gender, physical abilities, and intellectual capacities on his or her perceptions and communication styles.

1200 Apply different value systems to a particular situation to derive different courses of action, recognizing the fundamental assumptions of these systems.

1246 Develop confidence in one's own identity and abilities.

1319 Describe ways in which both heredity and environment influence human 

             development
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1335 Apply theories of human development to oneself.

1345 Identify, evaluate and articulate the interrelationships among individual, institutional, and public interests in contemporary society.

1372 Evaluate the ethical and social responsibilities of various professions such as business, medicine, and the law.

1397 Identify the fundamental assumptions underlying one's own belief system and how it has developed.

1398 Identify the fundamental beliefs underlying written or oral communication.

1401
Describe basic principles of contemporary normative ethics and how those principles are applied in a variety of settings.

1197   Clarify one's own health and wellness values and recognize those held by 

             others.

1373 Identify the dimensions of wellness and describe the impact of lifestyle choices on individual well‑being.

1376 Assess one's state of overall wellness, interpret the information, and develop and implement a plan for improvement.

1057 Actively pursue and develop programs and projects involving collaboration with others.

1192
Demonstrate group process skills, including project management, team building, project tracking. and project evaluation, using appropriate project management software.

