Regional Economics 475

Dr. J. Barkley Rosser                                                                                      Spring 2003
Class Number:  25087, Section 0001
Course Time and Location:  T Th 2:00-3:15, ZSH 243

Final Exam:  Tuesday, May 6, 1:30-3:30

OFFICE:


Room:
Zane Showker Hall 444

Phone:
568-3212
Economics 

Program Fax:
568-3010

Email:
rosserjb@jmu.edu
Web address:
http://cob.jmu.edu/rosserjb
Office Hours:
Wed. 1-3, T Th 3:30-5:00, or by appointment.  Phone calls at home only for emergencies.

Course Objectives

To acquaint the student with the problems of regional economies and methods of analyzing them.  The roles of natural resources, demographic base, location of industries, and factors determining regional growth and development will be considered.

Texts

Urban and Regional Economics, Philip McCann, published by Oxford University Press

Geography and Trade, by Paul Krugman, published by MIT Press


Packet of Readings #99
Books on Reserve at Library (not in packet)

Wolfgang Blaas, ed., A New Perspective for European Spatial Development Policies
Fernand Braudel, The Mediterranean and the Mediterranean World in the Age of Phillip II
Joel Garreau, The Nine Nations of North America
Niles M. Hansen, Rural Poverty and Urban Crisis
AnnaLee Saxenian, Regional Advantage:  Culture and Competition in Silicon Valley and Route 128
Harvey S. Perloff and Lowdon Wingo, Jr., eds., Issues in Urban Economics

J. Barkley Rosser, Jr., From Catastrophe to Chaos:  A General Theory of Economic Discontinuities

Karl A. Wittfogel, Oriental Despotism:  A Comparative Study of Total Power
Evaluation

Grade will be determined by



a) mid-term exam


1/3



b) final exam



1/3



c) paper and class presentation
1/3


A paper topic must be submitted by January 28, and outline and bibliography must be submitted by February 11.  A first draft is due April 10, and the final draft is due the last class period.

Inclement Weather Policy

Classes will be held unless cancelled by the JMU administration for bad weather, bomb threats, fire alarms, or other unforeseen exigencies.

JMU Honor Code Policy

All students are expected to be aware of and to adhere to the JMU Honor code.

Outline of Readings and Course
I.
Introduction:  What is a Regional Economy?


Texts:
Krugman, Chapter 1, Appendix A

Other:
Braudel (on reserve), pp. 1-166



Paul Krugman, "Space:  The Final Frontier," Journal of Economic Perspectives, Spring 1998, pp. 161-174 (in packet)

II.
The System of Regions


Texts:
McCann, Chapter 2

Other:
Rosser (on reserve), Chapters 1, 11



Eric Lampard, "The Evolving System of Cities in the United States," in Harvey Perloff and Lowdon Wingo, eds., Issues in Urban Economics (on reserve)



Steven Brakman, et al, "The Return of Zipf:  Towards a Further Understanding of the Rank - Size Distribution," Journal of Regional Science, Feb. 1999, pp. 182-213 (in packet)

III.
Land - Use Organization within a Region


Texts:
McCann, Chapter 3

Other:  Rosser (on reserve), Chapter 10

IV.
Location Theory and Economic Activity


Texts:
McCann, Chapter 1


Krugman, Chapter 2, Appendixes B-D


Other:
Rosser (on reserve), Chapter 9



Ron Martin and Peter Sunley, "Paul Krugman's Geographical Economics and Its Implications for Regional Development Theory:  A Critical Assessment," Economic Geography, June 1996, pp. 259-292 (in packet)

Mid-Term Exam

V.
Models and Problems of Regional Economic Growth


Texts:
McCann, Chapters 4, 6, 7.3-7.4

Other:
Janet E. Kodras, "The Changing Map of American Poverty in an Era of Economic Restructuring and Political Realignment," Economic Geography, Jan. 1997, pp. 67-93 (in packet)



John B. Parr, "Regional Economic Development:  An Export Stages Framework," Land Economics, Feb. 1999, pp. 94-114 (in packet)



Niles M. Hansen, Rural Poverty and Urban Crisis, Chapter 4 (on reserve)



Annalee Saxenian, Regional Advantage:  Culture and Competition in Silicon Valley and Route 128, Prologue, Introduction, and Chapter 5 (on reserve)

VI.
The Role of Migration


Texts:
McCann, Chapters 5


Other:
Mark Nord, "Poor People on the Move:  County-to-County Migration and the Spatial Concentration of Poverty," Journal of Regional Science, May 1998, pp. 329-351 (in packet)

VII.
Interregional Economics at the International Level


Texts:
Krugman, Chapter 3


Other:
Garreau, Chapter 1, plus maps (on reserve)


Rosser (on reserve), Chapter 16



Wittfogel (on reserve), Chapters 1, 2, 6



Long Gen Ying, "China's Changing Regional Disparities," Economic Geography, Jan. 1999, pp. 59-70 (in packet)



Leo Van der Meer and Klaus R. Kunzman, Chapters 2 and 3 (including Discussion) of A New Perspective for European Spatial Development Policies, ed. by Wolfgang Blaas (on reserve)

VIII.
Paper Presentation by Students

Final Exam

8:syl-s03.doc

