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Mackerel Economics in Prison
Leads to Appreciation for Oily Fillets
Packs of Fish Catch On as Currency, Former Inmates Say; Officials Corp

By JUSTIN SCHECK
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YWhen Larry Levine helped prepare divarce papers for a client a few years ago, he got paid in e e FE s e
mackerel. Once the case ended, he says, "l had a stack of macks."

hr. Levine and his client were prisoners in California’s Lompoc Federal Correctional Complex. FREE White PEIPEI'

Like other federal inmates around the country, they found a can of mackerel - the "mack” in

prison lingo -- was the standard currency,
"It's the coin of the realm,” says Mark Bailey, who paid Mr. Levine in fish. Mr. Bailey was serving
a two-year tax-fraud sentence in connection with a chain of strip clubs he awned. Mr. Levine CT. Making the impossible possible.
wag serving a nine-year term for drug dealing. Mr. Levine says he used his macks to get his

beard trimmed, his clothes pressed and his shoes shined by other prisoners. "A haircut is twao
macks," he says, as an expected tip for inmates who wark in the prison barber shop.

There's been a mackerel economy in federal prisons since about 2004,
‘armer inmates and some prison consultants say. That's when federal
arisons prohibited smoking and, by default, the cigarette pack, which was The latest news and analysis delivered ta your in-box. Checkthe
‘he earlier gold standard. boxes below to sign up.
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47 risoners need a proxy for the dollar because they're not allowed to
' ointhe Editorial Page

{a0ssess cash, Money they get from prison jobs (which pay a8 maximum of
40 cents an hour, according to the Federal Bureau of Prizons) or family I sise send me information about more WHS) Festures

Erembers goes into commissary accounts that let them buy things such T
5 food and toiletries. After the smokes disappeared, inmates turned to
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her iterns on the commissary menu to USe as currency.
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